
MATHEWSON STREET 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
We are one of the more than 300 United Methodist congregations belonging 
to the Reconciling Ministries Network.  As part of the reconciling movement, 
we believe Christ's love is meant for all God's children. We thus welcome our 
brothers and sisters of all sexual orientations and gender identities.
Our parishioners include heterosexual, bisexual, homosexual, and 
transgender individuals, as well as heterosexual, transgender, and same-sex 
couples and families. Our faces are shades of black, brown, and white. Our 
ages range from the very young to the very old. Some of us are people of 
means; others not so much. Our cultural backgrounds are diverse. But 
whatever our differences, we are united in believing that our hearts and 
actions should be guided by Jesus' fundamental dictum to "love thy 
neighbor."

PLEASE VISIT OUR HOMEPAGE 
TO OFFER A DONATION: 
http://www.mathewsonstreetchurch.org/ 
(and click on “We need your support, DONATE NOW”) 

Dear Friends,

Radical hospitality, a reconciling congregation, affirming God’s love . . . 
are they catch phrases or a call to action? We hope we are doers of these 
at Mathewson Street Church.

Every Sunday morning roughly 300 people from all walks of life share 
friendship and a breakfast fit for a king. Homeless and marginalized 
families are met with a smile and support.  We have helped place a 
number of these folks in housing, while ensuring, as we can, that stability 
in their lives is possible.  Our partner organization, 134 Collaborative 
(formerly HeadsUp), hosts non-proselytizing social service programs in 
our building  that feed the hungry, advocate for the homeless, help 
patients manage chronic diseases, teach young people to resist racism, 
and encourage socially-engaged theater and arts.

The gospel that we want to preach with our actions and our words is a 
gospel of radical inclusion, celebrating God’s boundless love for all:  
LGBTQ and straight, street-smart and scholarly, regardless of background, 
wealth, experience or wounds.  Daily we look around and see God 
transforming people’s lives by participation in this Beloved Community – 
including our own lives! 

Because of the demand, our resources are stretched monetarily and 
physically.  We face challenges, such as handicapped accessibility and fire 
code requirements.  We do need help from a larger community that 
believes in our mission.  We ask for your generosity in supporting this 
work.

 A response card is enclosed which we hope will find generous givers who 
want to participate in our ministry.  We continue strengthened by our 
belief that God is love.  Thank you.

Rev. Jack Jones                                Dr. Lisa Carter
Pastor                       Chair of the Church Council

Mathewson Street United Methodist Church
Est. 1848
134 Mathewson Street
Providence, RI 02903
401-331-8900 
MathewsonStreetUMC@gmail.com
http://www.mathewsonstreetchurch.org/

“Preach the Gospel all the time.  When necessary, use words.”
-unknown (attributed to St Francis of Assisi)

WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT.....

Mathewson Street
United Methodist Church

YOUR FUNDING SUPPORT HELPS KEEP THE BUILDING OPEN FOR 
THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS AND ORGANIZATIONS:

OUR PROGRAMS:
Friendship  Prayer Breakfast: Est. in February 2012, is a welcoming breakfast 
worship meal serving on average 300-350 persons weekly, with a full meal while 
offering support to build stable lives through prayer and fellowship. 
Wrap-Around Homeless Support: In collaboration with Family Service of RI, 
MSUMC uses the evidence-based "wrap-around" strategy which develops a formal 
group to support each homeless individual or family reach their goals.
Youth Service Projects: Adolescents and older children plan regular service 
projects such as clothing drives, fundraisers, and backpack giveaways.
Intercultural Bible Study: This is not your average Bible Study!  Novices as well as 
life-long Biblical scholars  join in weekly sessions where we read inspiring scriptural 
passages together and apply their wisdom to our own lives.
Home-based small groups: Seekers who are interested in a small-group discussion 
format can join in one of several home-based groups.
Open Bathrooms: available to the general public.  This is one of the few sanitary 
options to the homeless in the downtown area.  
Clothing and Toiletry Ministries: Distributed regularly alongside much of the 
programming of Mathewson Street Church. 
 
OUR PARTNERS:
RI Organizing Project: organizes the community for social change.  RIOPs current 
priorities include preserving affordable public transportation and expanding 
community based services that allow seniors to remain in their homes & 
communities. riorgproj@gmail.com
Street Sights Newspaper: Newspaper written by homeless, formerly homeless, 
and advocates. streetsights@gmail.com

134 COLLABORATIVE (FORMERLY HEADSUP, INC.): 
www.134collaborative.org -  Building collaborations &    
partnerships for social good in the Mathewson Street  
Church building including: 

Family Service of Rhode Island: serving approximately 400 meals per month 
and provides food pantry, nutritional counseling and social support programs for 
low income people affected by HIV/AIDS. www.familyserviceri.org
Out Loud Theatre: performing theatre rooted in immersive storytelling and 
shoestring innovation. www.outloudtheatre.org 
PICA: serving  a weekly nutritious community meal to over 200 people. 
www.ripica.org
Providence Pipes: performing musical improv comedy the first Friday of each 
month. www.facebook.com/improvpipes 
RI for Community & Justice: fighting bias and building cultural understanding 
through programs for youth leadership, diversity education and policy change. 
www.ricj.org.
RI Coalition for the Homeless Advocacy Project: providing advocacy for those 
who are homeless and engage those who are homeless in community speaking 
engagements. www.rihomeless.org
Tenderloin Opera Company:  providing a theater training program about 
homelessness that engages homeless, formerly homeless and homeless advocates 
in writing & performing works. www.facebook.com/TENDERLOINOPERACOMPANY
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A Stranger needed to use a bathroom and was told to go to 134 
Mathewson Street. Entering the ordinary looking building, he 
wondered what kind of establishment it was. He saw hundreds of 
people in a large hall eating together and overheard the person 
serving coffee say that “…750 meals are served from this kitchen 
every week.”

Then he saw a beautifully 
painted elevator and 
entered it headed to the 
basement. A crowd of 
people on the elevator 
invited them to their class.

“ Please, come join us for worship. ”

“Not exactly”, one Greeter explained with a grin. “We try to do for 
our neighbors what we would want done for ourselves.” The 
Stranger still looked confused. The next Greeter looked puzzled for 
a moment herself. “We defy simple labels…but let me try. 
We’re…,” She searched for words, “an intergenerational, interfaith, 
ecumenical… spiritual community; collaborating with believers 
and nonbelievers alike; radically inclusive of all, including the 
LGBTQ community; worshipping and serving in the Christian 
tradition of United Methodism.” Out of breath, she smiled again,

So the new Friend joined in worship 
and met folks from all walks of life 
who sang with a joyful spirit, 
greeted one another with blessings 
of peace, and shared deeply 
thoughtful and caring prayers 
expressing mutual support and 
compassion for the world. The 
sermon was sincere and engaging. 
The musical presentation was 
inspiring. Most of all, there was a 
palpable presence of Love. The new 
Friend smiled at the Greeter,

“Ah, I am in a restaurant!”

“Oh! A bookstore.”

But looking forward, he saw 
others taking books from a 
bookshelf, and he thought again,

Then he looked to his left and saw 
a room full of clothes, and people 
busily inspecting the clothes.

“Oh, it is also a clothing 
boutique.”

“Oh, this is a school!”

The Stranger glanced at 
the bulletin board 
outside of the 134 
Collaborative office. 
There were notices there 
about schedules for a 
legal clinic , a “speakers 
bureau” , a self-advocacy 
group, as well as a 
meeting to protest 
increases in bus fares. 
Each program met in 
that building and served 
homeless persons.

“Oh! This is a 
Collaborative Social 
Service and Advocacy 
organization.”

The Stranger walked to the front 
door bulletin board and saw 
beautiful posters advertising 
theater productions being held in 
the same building. Some were in 
the Black Box Theater, others on 
the Hall stage, and others in 
something called a “Sanctuary” 
with 500 seats.

“ Is this also somehow a 
theater and arts building? ”

“What is this place? Is it a restaurant? A social service agency? An arts and theater 
collaborative? A library, a clothing shop, or a school?” The greeter nodded thoughtfully. 
“We either do those things ourselves or collaborate with others doing them. And so much 
more. Some people think about us mainly as the only place downtown that lets them use 
our bathrooms.”

“You’re a bathroom facility?”

Mathewson Street
United Methodist Church
A PARABLE

“ FOLLOW THE NUMBERS 1-10 TO TRACE THE PATH OF THE STRANGER”.

That’s when he noticed 
the greeters with the 
cheerful smiles.

“Thank You for opening the door to me today.”


